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animal-man appears on the stage of life, there is some-
thing yet wanting for real manhood.

Q. Then is not man descended/row the brute ? Is he not
evolved out of the animal as the Darwinian theory asserts ?

Ans. That is not true. It is only a fragment of truth
half seen and hence distorted. The matter of his lower
vehicles has been prepared in previous ages by evolving
through the lower stages of the elemental, mineral, vege-
table and animal kingdoms in order that it may be built
into the form of man.

In previous cycles, forms had been evolved that
might fairly be described as half-ape, half-human, that were
never occupied by the triple-Self and that consequently
belonged to the animal, and not to the human kingdom.
In the present cycle the human form evolved, passing
rapidly through the lower stages on the way to the human,
as does a foetus in pre-natal life, and therefore has stamped
upon it the stages through which it has passed. It will
thus be seen that man is not merely a development from
the animal as is believed by those who take the somewhat
crude view of the theory of evolution. The matter has
been made plastic in the animal, but the man in his form
is the result of a higher working, and the germ of his life
can never develop into the animal. It develops only into
the human, as more life having been folded into it, that
germ must unfold along a line of direct human growth. It
is the Third Great Outpouring, the Third Life-Wave,
which brings down those human spirits which have been
waiting to take up their habitation in the forms prepared
for their reception and to ensoul and utilise those bodies as
explained before.

Q. Has each plant and each animal a separate soul
like man ?